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L.I.F.T. 
Ladies in Fellowship Together is taking a 
Christmas break for a couple weeks.  We will 
resume on Wednesday, January 4th.  Make it part 
of our New Year’s resolutions to get your mid-
week spiritual “up-LIFT”!  We’d love to see you 
there.  Contact Pam Jayne with questions 
(ddjayne04@gmail.com). 
 
Membership Class 
The next Membership Class begins January 28th at 
9:00 AM.  Contact the church office with 
questions or for more information. 
 

Holiday Service Schedule 
 
 24 Christmas Eve Service, 4:00 PM 
 
 25 Christmas Day Worship Service, 
   10:00 AM 
 
January 1 – Church Family Communion & 

Prayer, drop in from 10:00 AM-
noon 

 
Advent Prayer Space 
Could you use some silence?  All are welcome in 
the Advent Prayer Space on Wednesday, 
December 21st, in the MGR.  Drop in any time 
between 7:00 and 9:00 PM. 
 
Small Groups Sign Ups Have Begun – 
Check Out the Display in the 
Narthex. 
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Jesus was an immigrant. 
 
So were Joseph and Mary.  They fled political 
persecution and certain death in the terrifying time 
following Jesus’ birth, when the Roman authorities 
under Herod slaughtered every little boy under the 
age of two in order to ensure that the newborn King 
of the Jews was eliminated as a threat to Roman 
power. 
 
I suspect that the family was shocked to discover that 
an honorable tradesman, his young and innocent 
wife, and their newborn son constituted a threat to 
imperial security.  How could the land in which they 
lived and worked and paid taxes and behaved 
themselves turn against them with such ferocity? 
 
Immigrants today ask the same questions.  They are 
as bewildered, as desperate, as Joseph and his family 
were.  Most of today’s floods of immigrants — in the 
USA and around the world — are people of humble 
origin and modest means.  Some have spoken out 
against repressive governments, drawing attention to 
themselves, rather than simply being caught in the 
violence spurred by other peoples’ struggles over 
power.  None (or very few) of today’s immigrants 
can claim the same kind of threat that forced Joseph 
to whisk his family to safety in Egypt.  Jesus actually 
WAS the King of the Jews; he posed a legitimate 
threat to Roman rule in the Middle East.  Herod, 
though we despise him, was not wrong (from his 
worldly perspective) to want to eliminate a political 
threat before Jesus could rally followers and incite 
revolution. 
 
The vast majority of today’s immigrants hold little or 
no power; many of them, who have crossed borders 
without proper documentation, live in constant fear 
that they will be discovered and deported.  Here in 
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the US, the status of undocumented immigrants has 
always been tenuous, but the recent election has 
caused increased uncertainty.  The Mountainside 
Communion Church of the Nazarene, near Los 
Angeles, CA, takes the plight of immigrants 
seriously, following the biblical injunction to care for 
the alien, the widow and the orphan.  They also 
respect the laws of the United States.  Their solution 
is to help undocumented immigrants navigate the 
complex systems to become legal residents.  The 
church, along with local partners, has founded the 
Immigration Resource Center of San Gabriel Valley 
(IRCSGV) to provide low-cost legal and referral 
services to help individuals and families “comply 
with immigration law and contribute to the ability of 
individuals to provide for themselves and their 
families.”  The Center’s goal is to address the needs 
of the whole person, assuring a healthy transition to 
legal status and community involvement.  Their work 
often involves assisting those who came to the 
country as very young children, or under other 
circumstances that are equally difficult to define as 
intentionally defying US law. 
 
The work is controversial, but the Mountainside 
Communion Church of the Nazarene has a deep 
understanding of the complex and terrifying 
situations their parishioners, neighbors and clients 
experience.  They remember the biblical commands 
to care for the outsider, and they are working to 
welcome those outsiders into safe and legal 
relationship with this country.  They remember that 
Jesus was an immigrant. 
 
For more information about the program, see the 
winter 2016 issue of NCM Magazine, put out by 
Nazarene Compassionate Ministries, or visit the 
Center’s website, http://www.ircsgv.org/. 

Missions Moment 
 by Mary Lou Shea 



	  

	   	  

Lectionary Readings 
for December 

 
4th Isaiah 11:1-10 
 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
 Romans 15:4-13 
 Matthew 3:1-12 
 
11th Isaiah 35:1-10 
 Psalm 146:5-10 
 James 5:7-10 
 Matthew 11:2-11 
 
18th Isaiah 7:10-16 
 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 Romans 1:1-7 
 Matthew 1:18-25 
 
25th Isaiah 9:2-7 
 Psalm 96 
 Titus 2:11-14 
 Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 

December Birthdays 
 

 4 Katie Sautter 
 6 Thomas Hall 
 8 Ella Johnston 
 10 Art Woodward 
 12 Chiarina Volpe 
 13 Charlie Caldwell 
  Dante Foster 
  Victoria Simon 
 14 Bob Johnston 
  Randall Rapalje 
 15 David Detwiler 
 16 Richard Jarvis 
  Judy Mann 
  Margaret Whyte 
 19 Drew Guimaraes 
 20 Holly Davis 
 21 Donna Brickley 
  Sophia Eckardt 
  Deborah Jayaraman 
  Tyler Kerr 
 23 Emily Davis 
  Adam Ducharme 
  Maureen Mulcahy 
  Ashley Prax 
 26 Allana Kroll 
  Andy Rearick 
 27 Marty He 
  Andy Henuen 
  Joan Lyons 
 28 Callie Johnston 
 29 Ashley Simon 
 30 Amie Gardner 
 31 Christina Walther 
 
 
 

December Anniversaries 
 
 1 Dan & Stephanie Flaherty 
 2 Lakshmanan Velayutham  
       & Deborah Jayaraman 
 16 Jim & Linda Masterson 
 28 Tyler & Lydia Dresbach 
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